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CDC IN BRIEF

CDC was established in 1963 according to an agreement between the
Egyptian Government and the United Nations.

In January 1992, a presidential decree designated CDC as an independent
institution.

CDC provides training at various academic levels to persons working in the
field of population in the countries of the Middle East, Africa, and Asia.

CDC conducts training programs and awards students General Diplomas in
Demography, Special Diplomas in Population and Development as well as
MPhil. degrees in Demography, 3324 students from 86 countries in Africa,
Asia, and Eastern Europe were graduated by CDC from 1963 to 2002.

CDC organizes intensive programs, symposiums, and workshops on
Demography, Statistics, and applications of the Computer.

Research Monographs, Working Papers, Occasional Papers, Population and
Development Series, UN Translated Series, and Newsletters are regularly
published by CDC, the most recent of which are “Papers on the Demography
of Egypt”.

CDC cooperates and exchanges expertise with regional and international
organizations, universities and other institutions.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in New York approved
giving full accreditation to CDC as an Executing Agency.

CDC has one of the richest demographic libraries in the Middle East in the
field of demography. The library uses the POPLINE Program of Johns
Hopkins University.

CDC organizes an annual seminar to present researches carried out by
experts and researchers in Egypt and abroad. These researches are published
in a monograph and are distributed to specialized libraries and institutions in
Egypt and foreign countries.

For more information, refer to CDC site on the internet: www.cdc.eun.eg
E-Mail : cdc@frcu.eun.eg.




sohan g3 g1 52504311 5,50l

a5 Ay aadll AaSal) g AEEY Gl O ATY Lle 8 8 el S sl
324l

vAlEiee 4y e A S el el o sean ) A VAT Gle il 8 jua

el Jsall (8 daatl) (al el deadd cula sall cdl a saall e 35S Sacl SSOA s
s G L L il

bl Galall s sl all ahiall o Jpaand) gy Jall s Gpud 53 dd gy S el aliy
el y Sl asle s L s a3

‘5_513.7).»\‘)) Sl g Ol gt g el 3 Huad A X G ygay cz\.ﬂSA:L\.\.Uj.'ac.a\‘).i S yall e.k.\.\
fde Islaan Sy (YooY = VATF) sl A 8 Lotiey Bals PYYE 2xe g 45
iy 5 Ll e A AT L (et g il 5 S asle 8 el 5 askall s o
Lsod G

5 Aol Ll e il s &) AAlL e sahaal (e Ao sane Sl ia
Vg el ARG Clea il e dae Y AELEYL ¢ pene Al san

A e Gl D3 el 3 S ) aalS S Gl sasid) A 3 pana sl
vl dsdl G (S @ saiall Led s Al Cle 5 lall

) Jaliy s claaladl g 4 sall 5 dpal8Y) 5 dae Sall Cligdl e diae pe S pall (o slay
e b sl g el ) Lgasiy (A ) A8 s Lsian | paise Sl alay
oV ol al iy (il agise b el sda iS5 adiall Gl CVlae bz Al

4 gie g e 3 ) AS Sy 5 S el fBge e B (S claglaall e 3 3l
cdc@frcu.eun.eg E-Mail: www.cdc.eun.eg Web:




Population Policies And Strategies in Egypt : Political Commitment, Religious and Mass Media Support

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A. SUMMARY

1-

2-

Egypt has a long history of over 35 years in preparing population
policies and strategies.

This long experience in preparing population policies and strategies
prompted and paved the way for the population problem to take a
definite from in three main aspects, i.e. rapid population growth,
unbalanced population geographical distribution, and deterioration of
population characteristics, in addition to a new objective contained in
the latest population policy put forth by the Ministry of Health and
Population, and representing the disparities among the population
growth on the one hand, and between different regions on the other
hand.

All policies expressed and indicated the principles which reflect the
traditions and religious precepts and teachings of the Egyptian society.

All population policies in Egypt have been proclaimed publicly and
explicitly, contributing to the existence of legal setting which secures
the achievement of these policies and strategies.

Population policies and strategies continued and followed in succession
as a reflection of the aspects of the population problem in Egypt, but
with different degrees of attention to each aspect pursuant to each

policy.

The numerous approaches of the population policies and strategies
included, in the beginning, the adoption of the health approach during
the early stages of the National Family Planning Program, represented
in the demand of family planning methods. Then came the adoption of
the development approach after the Bucharest Population Conference in
1974, followed by the impact of Cairo Population Conference on
Population and Development in 1994 on these policies in order to
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B.

ensure the comprehensive promotion of population and development
with emphasis on reproductive health.

The support and assistance of the political leadership contributed
greatly to rendering success to these policies.

Despite the success in carrying out the national population program, it
didn’t match and harmonize with the signally momentous and
consequential experience of Egypt in preparing population policies and
strategies.

The absence of appropriate mechanisms to carry out the population
policies and strategies in the previous period caused the inability to
achieve some of the quantitative objects of these strategies due to the
duality and feeble coordination among the agencies involved with
population issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1-

Emphasize and lay stress on the importance ......

. of the continuity of the effective and influential role of the political
leadership and political concepts in imparting information and
knowledge of the priority of the population problem and its
consequences.

. of the nationalism (nationalistic nature) of the population problem,
and the significance of considering it a general prevailing and
predominant problem, which is not the responsibility of a certain sector
or ministry, but the responsibility of all the ministries, agencies,
governmental and nongovernmental authorities and establishments
concerned with the private sector, in addition to individuals.

.. that expenditure in the confrontation process against the population
problem should be part and parcel of the government’s investments
which the society must provide in view of the fact that the all-inclusive
human development would result in augmenting the use of total
resources. It should be taken into consideration that the donor countries
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might have the tendency towards reducing the donations given in this
respect, and this could be a red alert on the road of achieving the
objectives of the population policies so as to be ready and prepared for
self-dependence in financing the population projects.

. of continuous updating of the population policies and strategies
through the evaluation of the population efforts, policies, programs and
projects that were executed in the previous period in order to know
about the successes and failures, and analyze the reasons. There should
be yearly stops, as well as five-year stops, to discuss the successes and
failures in achieving the population objectives.

. of the role of the local authorities in laying, implementing, and
following up the population strategies and programs, through activating
the regional population councils in the governorates, within the
framework of the general population policies and strategies.

.. of intensifying family planning efforts and services in the areas that
are still characterized by high fertility levels and low rates of
contraceptive use, particularly in Upper Egyptian governorates, together
with giving special attention of the rural areas there, and the slum areas
in cities, confirming the prevailing outlook in the successive population
policies regarding localities as the work base for confronting the
population problem.

. of increasing the participation of the private sector and NGOs in
providing family planning services and offering counsel, as well as in
the arrangement for family planning activities.

.. of the role of the Islamic and Christian religious leaders in supporting
the efforts of confronting the population problem, alongside conducting
training programs for this purpose.

. of the role of the mass media, i.e. the radio, the television, and the
press, in motivating and stimulating the family planning efforts, and
diversifying the information messages according to the target
community.
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10- .. of reconsidering the mechanisms of implementing the population
policies, strategies, and programs in order to eradicate duality among
the functions of the different agencies responsible for carrying out these
policies and programs, together with bringing about total coordination
and cooperation among these agencies within unified family planning
programs management that has its own branches and activities in the
governorates.

11- .. of fortifying the laws and regulations of population and family
planning, giving them the power of permanence and obligation over
individuals and agencies whose activities are connected with
population. This would change types of confronting the population
problem and its negative effects. These laws and regulations should not
be inconsistent with the society’s values, traditions, culture, and
religious teachings and precepts.
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FOREWORD

Population policies represent the general framework of the efforts
exerted by different governments to confront the population problem through
impacting on the elements of population growth rates, i.e. fertility, mortality,
and migration, in addition to making decisions that aim to affect the social,
economic, and environmental conditions of the society, and subsequently affect
the population problem.

Egypt is considered one of the pioneering countries that started
population policies and strategies to solve its population issues, as well as
programs contained within the socioeconomic development plans. The official
and national time, where the latest population policies for Egypt for the period
2002-2017 were worked out by the Ministry of Health and Population.

This paper aims to present a documentary study about the development
of the population policies in Egypt since the middle of the 20™ century,
alongside the efficiency of the agencies and authorities responsible for the
implementation the efficiency of the agencies and authorities responsible for the
implementation of these policies.

The paper proudly states the continuous support which the population
policies and programs gratefully receive from the political leadership. On all
national occasions, President Hosni Mubarak always forewarns and cautions
against the perils and harmful effects of the high and persistent population
growth on the national economy and development in Egypt.

Dr. Hesham Makhlouf
CDC Director






