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SUMMARY

This paper gives an overview of the new Towns established in
Egypt during the period 1977 — 1997. The overview contains the
characteristics of the new towns, on the one hand, and the characteristics
of the population working and residing in the towns, on the other hand.

Seventeen towns were established during the mentioned period,
starting with the Tenth of Ramadan in 1977, and ending with Asyout in
1997. Some of the towns are independent of the original towns and cities,
some are dependent on original cities, and the others are twins of original
towns, As examples to these 3 kinds are, 10" of Ramadan, El-Obour and
New Beni-Suef respectively.

The seventeen new towns were established during 3 Successive
generations. The first generation includes seven towns, the first town is
10™ of Ramadan (1977), and the last is New Damietta (1984). Similarly,
the second generation includes seven towns, the first is Badr town
(1982), and the last is Al-Shorouk town (1991). The third generation
includes the three towns, Sheikh Zayed town, Tiba town and New
Assyout.

The new towns were established as a first step for population re-
distribution in order to attract people from the Nile Valley to reside in the
suitable parts of the desert. The main aim of the towns is to face the
crowding of population in the original cities and towns as a result of high
population growth. On the other side the resources available in the new
towns can help in the economic development in Egypt. Some of the
towns are established to attract people just to live in them, like the town
of 15" May. Others have an economic base and are established to
increase the GDP at the regional and the national level.

The paper contains an appendix giving the characteristics of each
town : its position area, inhabited area, agricultural activities, area of
manufacture, area for tourism, centers of education and health, .. etc,
residing population, — labour force ... etc.
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It was found that the total population capacity of the towns would
be about 8.8 million in 2017, and the population residing in the new
towns in 2002 was 1.61 million people, which represent 18.3% of the
total capacity. This indicates that the rate of settlement in the new towns
is going slowly, and it needs a push to accelerate it. It was observed that
part of the labour force in some towns are living outside them.

Regarding characteristics of the population living in the towns it
was found that the population pyramid in the towns of the first generation
was going gradually to be regular. Crude activity rate, in most of the
towns, is universal (around 30%), and most of the towns are
characterized by industrial activities. The rate of marriage is less than
usual. Illiteracy rate is higher than that of the country, especially that of
the labour force. This indicates that most available job opportunities are
specified for marginal occupations.

However, the paper clarifies the great effort made by the
Egyptians in establishing the new towns and providing them with all
facilities of good quality of life (including environment).

However, in order to accelerate the settlement rate in the new
towns it is suggested :

1- Give advantages and priorities to investments which provide more
job opportunities, housing units and introduce new technology in
implementing different projects.

2- New-technical information system should be used to attract people
to reside & work in the new towns. This can be done through
symposiums using dialogue between the leaders and the population
(especially the youth).

3- School tours to new towns.

4- The population redistribution can be introduced in the curriculum
of geography in schools.

5- Provide high salaries to workers in new towns.

6- Tourism should have a role in developing new towns in Egypt.
Thus development of tourism by establishing new tourism centers
should be directed to new towns, This process will create job
opportunities which help to reduce the rate of undevelopment in

Egypt.
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FOREWORD

Although the responsible authorities involved with the population
distribution in Egypt had laid several strategies during the 1950s, 1960s
and the 1970s to deal with the effects of both the population growth and
the declining population characteristics, which caused crowdedness in
cities, deterioration of the environment, and encroachment upon the
fertile agricultural lands, the Government’s interest in implementing the
population geographical redistribution started only in the 1970s after the
proclamation of the October Statement in the wake of 1973 War, which
included the strategy of Egypt’s progress after the cessation of the major
obstruction, i.e. wars between Egypt and Israel. This statement contained
the inevitability of invading the desert as a substantial solution for the
population problem in Egypt.

The General Authority for Urban Planning was established to lay
out the plans, methods, and procedures necessary for invading the desert.
Planning was started to construct a number of cities round Cairo, and
were called the New Generation cities. The construction of the first city,
i.e. 10™ of Ramadan, started in 1977. Since that time 17 cities had been
built, the last of which was New Assuit in 1997.

This paper gives a description of the new cities built in Egypt. It
contains detailed information about the features of these cities, as well as
the demographic, social, and economic characteristics of their population.
This description aims to acquaint policy-makers and ordinary readers
with the available capabilities and attractions in these cities, i.e. job
opportunities and housing facilities.

The new cities, whether they are independent (unattached),
annexed (attached), or twins, were constructed, from the outset, near to
the original cities in order to make the processes of attraction and
absorption of the existing population increase faster and easier.
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The main objective of this paper is to shed light and pave the way
for the population of Egypt, particularly young people, towards getting
familiar with the available capabilities and facilities in the new cities, and
encourage them to move from the narrow valley and fill these new cities
with life and cause them to thrive, flourish, and prosper.

Dr. Hesham Makhlouf
CDC Director
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