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Women in Egypt ...Demographically Socially Economically, and Politically -----

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SUMMARY:

Reviewing the demographic and socioeconomic status of women

revealed the following results:

1-

In 1996, females accounted for 48.3% of the total population. By
2000, most urban females were married at age 21 years compared
with 18 years for their rural counterparts.

More widowed and divorced males remarry than females. Hence,
the proportions of divorced and widowed females are higher than
those of males.

Women are heading about 12% of the total households in 1996
census.

The rate of declining illiteracy among females is higher than that
of males. Illiteracy rate among females was 63% in 1986 and
dropped to 51% in 1996. For males, it decreased from 38% to
29% respectively. Accordingly, the gender gap in illiteracy has
decreased from 25 percent points in 1986 to 22 in 1996.

On the governorate level, it can be noted that the highest illiteracy
rate in 1996 was found in Menya (70%), Fayoum and Bani Swef
(69%) followed by Sohag (68%), Kena and Assiut (66%). In
contrast, the lowest illiteracy rate was shown in Port-Said (27%),
Cairo and Alexandria (31%) governorates.

No gender gap existed in enrollment rate in pre-school level.
About 13% of children (males and females) aged 4-6 years were
enrolled in the pre-school education level.

Crucial improvements have occurred in female’s rate of
enrollment in the three basic educational levels. Accordingly, the
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gender gap in enrollment rates did not exceed 2-4% in all levels
by 1998/1999.

8- More females seek university education. The number of enrolled
females in universities has tripled during the 1990-1999 period.

9- The proportion of enrolled females in Science and Technical
education has also increased. For instance, the proportion of
females in faculties of Dentistry has increased from 42% in 90/91
to 49% in 1998/1999. Likewise, those enrolled in faculties of
Pharmacy have increased from 43% to 48% respectively. The
comparable figures enrolled in faculties of Science were 32% and
39% during that same period. In Engineering Faculties, there was
an increase from 15% to 25% respectively.

10- The percentage of graduate females as staff members has also
increased from 25% to 28% during these last ten years (90/91 to
2000/2001). Moreover, the percentage of female lecturers and
demonstrators has also increased from 33% to 40% for the first
group and 36% to 51% in the second between 1990/91 and
2000/2002. Hence, it can be expected that the percentage of
females as university staff members will be larger in the near
future.

11-The health status of women in Egypt has substantially improved.
Expectation of life at birth increased from 66 years in 1991 to 71
years in 2001. This is mainly due to the remarkable drop in the
rate of infant mortality for both sexes during the last decade.
Maternal mortality rate has also decreased from 174 per 100,000
live births in 1992/1993 to 84% in 2000. High economic burden
and psychological stress among men aged 40 years and over play
and important role in raising mortality rates of males over that for
females.

12- Nutrition status seems to be better among females than males in
1992 and 2000 as well.
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13- Rates of disability seem to be higher among males than females
(1.5 per 100,000 population for males against 1.0 for females),
keeping in mind the presence of under registration of disability
among both sexes. The main cause of disability among female
children is injures which reflect low family care of them.

14-Total fertility rate in Egypt has decreased from 4.1 children per
woman in 1992 to 3.5 children in 2000. The contraceptive
prevalence rate has also increased from 48% in 1992 to 56% in
2000.

15-Recently, women became much more aware of using maternal
health and delivery care with the help of medical assistants.
However, urban women are more oriented to using medical health
care than their counterparts in the rural areas.

16- Women’s share in health service of the delivery system is
tremendous. In 2000, there were 173.1 thousand female health
personnel who constituted about 60% of the total workers in the
Ministry of Health and Population. This percentage has increased
to reach 68% among pharmacists, 73% among nutritionists
specialists, 63% among psychiatrists, and 99% among nurses. It
has also decreased slightly to 35% among physicians and to 41%
among dentists.

17- The share of women aged (15-64 years) in the labor force did not
exceed 21% by 2000.

18-In 2000, about 80% of working females were engaged in the
agriculture and services sector (traditional activities) against only
50% of males. On the contrary, 19% of females were working in
industries, finance, insurance and trade (modern activities) against
50% of males.

19-In 2000, about 20% of working women were unpaid family
workers against only 8% among males. It is well known that paid
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work and money earning have an important role in empowering
women in order to participate in all family decision making.

20- The share of working women in government offices has reached
26% in 2000, compared with 12% in the public sector and 16% in
the private.

21-Women in decision-making positions (in government and public
sectors ) have increased from 7% in 1988 to 25% in 200,

22-Women’s share in the People’s assembly did not exceed 2% in
2000. Their share has slightly increased to reach 5.7% in the
Shoura Council. With respect to their share in local councils, the
situation is even much worse. Women’s share in local committees
in the governorates, cities, rural districts and villages did not
exceed 1.6% of the total members. This low representation of
women in the elected councils exists despite the large increase in
the number of women having the right to vote from 16% of the
total voters in 1995 to 35% in 2000. The share of women in
professional associations did not exceed 17% by 2000. However,
this percentage has increased to 77% among nurses, 44% among
social and education specialists, 36% among pharmacists and
30% among physicians.

On the other hand, the status and participation of women in the
political life in Egypt are still so limited and need more efforts and
awareness to increase performance of social and economic roles. This
situation persists despite noticeable improvement in their share in
leading posts whether in the government or public sector. The
percentage of women participating in leading positions in 1988 did
not exceed 7% but increased to 25% by the year 2000. However, their
participation in People’s and Shoura Assemblies and local councils is
negligible and hence they are in need of incorporating efforts whether
of government specialized councils with the National Council for
Women or non-government organizations to support them financially
and politically in order to participate with men in elections and secure
reasonable number of seats in the political and local councils.
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23- Egyptian women suffer from different forms of violence. About 82%
of females had been circumcised by 2000. In the meantime, 13.8% of
the total women aged 15-49 years were married before age 16 years
and about one third of currently married women experienced body
assault at least once during their marital period.

24-Prevalence of crime among women is much lower than that among
men. Out of the total felonies occurred in 1995, about 5% committed
by women. Out the other, 8% of the crimes in the same year were
committed by women.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Based on the preceding illustration, several recommendations can be
introduced for women empowerment and betterment of their
characteristics in order to participate in a much more effective way with
men for achieving economic and social growth and progress. These
recommendations revolve around the following issues:

1- Efforts should not be limited to change societal attitudes and
beliefs about the traditional roles of women represented in their
reproductive responsibilities, raising children and caring of the
family but also to include clarification of their innovative ability in
work, production and participation in decision making, protecting
the environment and serving the society which sustains the status
and stability as well as raising their contribution in development
and construction of their country.

2- Special emphasis should be placed on making women aware of
their rights awarded to them by religious rules, Egyptian laws and
the constitution in dealing with their husbands and society through
mass media, symposiums and various programs designed for
raising awareness among both men and women about their rights,
especially what is related to education, work, political and
legislative participation as well as awareness of the importance of
practicing these rights for strengthening their role in development




----- Women in Egypt ... Demographically, Socially Economically, and Politically

of society with stressing the important role played by the non-
government organization, political parties and all civil society
institutions in this sphere.

Stressing on the necessity of promoting women cultural
background by sipping out their illiteracy through strengthening
and developing adult education programs by encouraging girls to
remain in school on equal footing with boys since education is the
base for learning about their rights, responsibilities and duties
toward society and family. In this regard, it is useful to mention
Ahmed Shawky statement that the: Mother is a school if taught
properly will produce an excellent population.

More efforts should be carried out to wipe out the phenomenon of
females drop-out from basic education stages especially in rural
parts of Upper Egypt and slum areas in cities. These efforts
necessitate enforcing laws preventing drop-out and provide
economic support to families through social and medical insurance
umbrella so that poor families should not be compelled to employ
their children which consequently lead to diminish their education
chance and weaken their health. It is also necessary to establish
schools in remote population settlements and devote special
attention for development of programs and educational curriculum
to make them more adaptable to modern developments and
demands.

Efforts should be made to increase women ability to obtain
financial resources and benefit from sources of wealth and
development as men. Increasing also their ability to utilize these
resources through expanding programs and funds that facilitate
offering low rate loans for small projects operated by them and
helping in carrying out feasibility studies and selecting suitable
projects adaptable to their management ability. Added to these is
the need to provide necessary training programs with emphasis on
the importance of strengthening the role of civil social institutions
as well as banks and funds concerned with marketing products of
these projects.
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6-

o0
1

O
1

Efforts should be made to maintain fair share and equality between
men and women in available new job opportunities and
qualifications should be the major standard for occupying these
jobs without sex discrimination.

It is necessary to establish suitable conditions that encourage
women’s work such as providing nurseries for their children at a
low cost.

Attention should be devoted to programs that raise women
standard of different skills demanded by developed labor market in
view of the scientific progress and technology necessary for their
vocational training to secure the jobs which require skills not
offered by the education system and which raise their competitive
ability with men.

Expanding programs that focus on providing health care for
women in general and reproductive health in particular. These
programs should contain components for making women aware of
the necessity of caring about their health and that of their children.
They should also motivate and encourage them to early use of
contraceptive methods and importance of spacing between
pregnancies to protect their health and that of children.

10- Improve the standard of general health services the standard that

11-

leads to reduce mortality particularly of infants, children below 5
years of age and mothers due to conception and delivery. Improve
also standard of children and women nutrition particularly in upper
Egypt rural areas.

Increase concern with families headed by women since researches
prove that they are of lower economic ability than those headed by
men which consequently leads to wipe out poverty among them
and secure fair share and equality between sexes.

12- Efforts should be made to develop information messages related to

women that lead to raise their social status with changing society
outlook to them. It is also necessary to diminish the traditional
portray that describes women a weak creature who perform
inferior tasks such as being servants or carrying out activities of
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bad reputation which leads to strengthen the idea that women are
emotionally oriented in all their activities while men are
characterized with power, skill, logic and intelligence. These
messages should contain examples of successful working women
and those in different leading posts.

13-Review some of the legislations that strengthen segregation and
discrimination between men and women in order to avoid their
limitations such as nationality law, tax exemption and civil laws.
It is also necessary to face problems related to slow judicial
procedures in civil affairs.

14- Increasing awareness of different groups in the society about the
importance of wiping out all symptoms of violence and
discrimination against women and stressing on the harmful effects
of some negative social practices and phenomena such as early
marriage, female circumcision, child labor especially of females,
and body assault of wives on the individual and society as well. It
is also necessary to enforce the laws and legislations designed to
cope with these negative phenomena and maximize the penalty on
violators of these laws and legislations.
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FOREWORD

Cairo Demographic Center (CDC) has the pleasure to release this
new issue of the series of “Papers in the Demography of Egypt”.

This paper discusses the demographic, educational, occupational,
and health conditions of women in Egypt, as well as their political status and
labor union standing, together with their role in making decisions.

The significance of this paper coincides with the growing concern
about women’s conditions and status in the society, at both the local and
international levels. It also concurs with the endeavors that seek to improve
their circumstances as well as their participation in the decision making
processes. All of this will intensify the effectiveness of the planning and
development programs, which strive to raise the standard of living and
enhance the welfare of the individual, the family, and the society.

The establishment of the National Council for Motherhood and
Childhood in 1998, and the National Council for Women in Egypt, under the
presidency of H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak in 2000, as well as the
establishment of the Arab Women Organization in 2003 are major steps
towards improving the status of the Egyptian and Arab Women together
with raising their position in the society and increasing their contribution to
the development process.

We sincerely hope that the facts and information included in this
paper will help to increase the knowledge of women’s conditions in Egypt,
and thus consolidate the exerted efforts that are heading successfully
towards improving their circumstances and advocating their status in the
society.

Dr. Hesham Makhlouf

CDC Director




