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Overpopulation in Egypt and Redistribution of Population
QOutside the Valley and Delta

Summary

The comprehensive development of Egypt will only be achieved by directing urban
growth, population increase, and over employment towards areas that are not crowded
with population, and can be taken advantage of areas not exploited proportionately to
their resources and wealth in order to reconcile the population and available resources.
Since the mid-fifties of the last century, Egypt has sought to conquer the desert and
establish new urban communities that redistribute the population outside the valley,
whether through major national projects, or expanding the establishment of new cities,
as well as development axes such as the Suez Canal axis. Despite this, the population
concentration in the valley and the delta still exists, as these projects were unable to
attract large numbers of the population and redraw the map of the population distribution
in the republic. The country has witnessed a number of economic and political changes
during the past two decades of this century which. had many clear effects on the map of
population distribution and composition. This was reflected in the efforts of the state and
its policies and its inability to achieve its goal of redistributing the population according
to the capabilities and forms of possible population transfer from the Nile Valley and its
delta to new communities and cities, and therefore this paper aims to develop concepts to
direct comprehensive development to map the future of population distribution in Egypt.
The paper concludes that the scenario of supporting decentralization and distributive
justice for development is the best scenario for population redistribution in Egypt, where
decentralization can play an important role in addressing inequality and disparities
between territories and regions within the country by facing the gap of local development

imbalances, and increasing the participation of citizens in managing their local affairs.

Keywords: Overpopulation, population redistribution, internal migration, support for

decentralization, population geography
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